
Engaging with God’s Word
Week 6: Bible Translations 

and Bible Resources 

Engaging with God’s Word
Week 6: Bible Translations 

and Bible Resources 



¿Cómo se llama? 

TRANSLATION

How you call?

What is your name?

La casa roja

The house red

The red house



Definition:   God’s Word made 
available in other languages.

TRANSLATION

2 Tips About Translation:

PROCESS
Begins with the

original language

PURPOSE
Transcribed for 

various 
audiences



3 Main Approaches 
to Translation:

TRANSLATION

WORD-FOR-WORD

THOUGHT-FOR-THOUGHT

PARAPHRASE





WORD-FOR-WORD:

TRANSLATION

• LITERAL – seeks to match 
the original language’s 
words and phrasing.

• Example: New American 
Standard (NASB, ESV)

• Useful for precise study.



THOUGHT-FOR-THOUGHT:

TRANSLATION

• Dynamic Equivalent - upholds 
the true meaning & concepts 
of the original language.

• Example: New International 
Version (NIV, NLT)

• Useful for general reading, 
study & memorization.



PARAPHRASE:

TRANSLATION

• Free – uses current words 
and phrasing to convey the 
ideas found in the original 
language. 

• Example: The Message 
(MSG)

• Useful for getting “the big 
picture” or main ideas.



JOHN 2:15-16 (MSG)
Jesus put together a whip out of strips of leather and chased 

them out of the Temple, stampeding the sheep and cattle, 
upending the tables of the loan sharks, spilling coins left and 

right. He told the dove merchants, "Get your things out of here! 
Stop turning my Father's house into a shopping mall!"

JOHN 2:15-16 (NIV)
So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple 

courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money
changers and overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he 
said, "Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father's house into 

a market!"

JOHN 2:15-16 (ESV)
15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of 
the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16 And he told 
those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make 
my Father's house a house of trade.”



What is the best translation for 
you to use?

Readability…Make sure you are 
comfortable with the Bible you choose 
to read. Can you understand it without 
constant use of references?

Accuracy…Find a balance between 
accuracy and readability.
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