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
BC


AD

c. 700

ISAIAH

29

JESUS

980

MASORETIC
O.T. TEXT

TODAY

OUR
BIBLE

1947

DEAD SEA SCROLLS
DISCOVERED

69

ESSENE SCROLLS 
HIDDEN (QUMRAN)

Manuscript Timeline

1000 YEARS
2000 YEARS !
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Written

A.D. 50-90

Earliest 
Copy

(after autograph)

Fragments: <50 yrs.
Books: 100 yrs.

NT: 250 yrs.

# Copies 24,000+

# Text Lines 20,000

# Lines in 
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New Testament Homer’s ILIAD

Autograph 
Written

A.D. 50-90 B.C. 900

Earliest 
Copy 

(after autograph)

Fragments: <50 yrs.
Books: 100 yrs.

NT: 250 yrs.

500 yrs.

# Copies 24,000+ 600

# Text Lines 20,000 15,600

# Lines in 
Question

40 of 20,000 764 of 15,600

Accuracy 99.8% 95.1%
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Reflection
Q1: Discuss what life would be life without Special Revelation. 
Q2: Have you ever doubted the accuracy, reliability and     
trustworthiness of God’s written Word? Be specific?
Q3: When you read the Bible, do you sense God is speaking directly 
to you? Do you sense the confirmation of the Holy Spirit?
Q4:What translation of the Bible do you use for study? For casual
reading?
Q5: What was your biggest takeaway from today’s teaching?
BONUS: What do you believe to be true about God based today’s 
teaching? Why do you believe it to be true?
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