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The Parables of Jesus

Week 1 – Understanding Parables
INTRO: Matthew 13:35

Week 2 – The Prodigal Son
LOSTNESS: Luke 15:11-32

Week 3 – The Good Samaritan
GOODNESS: Luke 10:25-37

Week 4 – The Two Debtors
SINFULNESS: Luke 7:36-50

Week 5 – The Workers in the Vineyard
FAIRNESS: Matthew 20:1-16





Understanding Jesus’ Parables
Grasping Their Meaning



“Let those with understanding receive guidance
by exploring the meaning in these proverbs and parables, 

the words of the wise and their riddles.” Solomon

Proverbs 1:6 (NLT)

Understanding Jesus’ Parables
Grasping Their Meaning



Later, when Jesus was alone with 
the twelve disciples and 

with the others who were gathered around, 
they asked him what the parables meant. 

Then Jesus said to them, 
“If you can’t understand 

the meaning of this parable, 
how will you understand

all the other parables?

Mark 4:10-13 (NLT)

Later, when Jesus was alone with 
the twelve disciples and 

with the others who were gathered around, 
they asked him what the parables meant. 

Then Jesus said to them, 
“If you can’t understand 

the meaning of this parable, 
how will you understand

all the other parables?

Mark 4:10-13 (NLT)

Understanding Jesus’ Parables
The Disciples Didn’t Understand



ANALOGY
(A to B) - Comparison

HYPERBOLE
Exaggerated Emphasis

Understanding Jesus’ Parables
Figures of Speech Used By Jesus

SIMILE
(A is like B) – Similarity

METAPHOR
(A is B) - Equivalency

SAYING/PROVERB
Truism



Earthly Stories with Heavenly Meaning

Tell a Story
(Analogy, Simile)

Teach a Main Point

Cause Us to Compare

Engage Us in Thought & Emotion

Compel Us to Go Away & Ponder
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Understanding Jesus’ Parables
Defining Parables



Main Characters?

Main Events/Scenes?

Historical-Cultural Gaps?

Turning Point?

Main Point?
(Earthly & Heavenly)
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Understanding Jesus’ Parables
Parables Discussion Worksheet



This fulfilled what God had spoken 
through the prophet: 

“I will speak to you in parables.
I will explain things hidden

since the creation of the world.”

Matthew 13:35 (NLT) , Reference to Psalm 78:2

Understanding Jesus’ Parables
Why Jesus Taught Using Parables

The Gospel is the lens by which we 
understand the parables and Scripture.



‘When you hear what I say, you will not 
understand. When you see what I do, you will 

not comprehend.
For the hearts of these people are hardened

and their ears cannot hear, and they have 
closed their eyes— so their eyes cannot see, 
and their ears cannot hear, and their hearts 

cannot understand, and they cannot turn to me 
and let me heal them.’

Matthew 13:14-15 (NLT) , Reference to Isaiah 6:9-10
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Understanding Jesus’ Parables
Why the Pharisees Didn’t Understand



The

of

(Refer to Handout)



1st Century



Historical-Cultural Context
Journey Into God’s Word



Historical-Cultural Context
Journey into God’s Word 4-Step Process

Grasping the Text of 
the Original Audience

Measuring the 
Width of the River

Grasping the 
Text in Our Town

Crossing the 
Principlizing Bridge



38 “You have heard that it was said, 
‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’

But I tell you, do not resist an evil person.

Matthew 5:38-41 (NIV)

39 If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, 
turn to them the other cheek also. 

40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your 
shirt, hand over your coat as well. 

41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, 
go with them two miles.”

Historical-Cultural Context
Example from Matthew 5



The Old Testament Law found in Leviticus 24:20 
was originally intended for cases involving 

personal injury and the taking of life.     

”Whatever anyone does to injure another person 
must be paid back in kind. An eye for an eye, …“

(Leviticus 24:20 NLT, also Exodus 21:24, Deuteronomy 19:21)

However, the Pharisees turned this system of public 
justice into a system of exacting unjust vengeance

for all types of minor offenses and grievances. 

Historical-Cultural Context
Background of Matthew 5:38



Historical-Cultural Context
Background of Matthew 5:38

We do the same !!!



Historical-Cultural Context
Background of Matthew 5:39-41

Crime of FORCED LABOR
By carrying the soldier’s pack two miles, we 

are being forced to work 
beyond what is reasonable.

Crime of INDECENCY
By giving our coat and shirt 

we become unclothed. 

Crime of BATTERY
A backhanded slap on the right cheek is an insult. 

By turning the left cheek, we position ourselves 
for the offender to strike us with his fist. 



Do not let your anger lead to retaliation
and perpetuate the cycle on injustice.

Rather, your response to these injustices 
should be a willingness to 

extend extravagant grace and 
seek reconciliation 

and break the cycle of injustice. 

Historical-Cultural Context
Timeless Principle – Matthew 5



Historical-Cultural Resources
Gary M. Burge



Historical-Cultural Resources
Study Bible

NIV 
Cultural 

Backgrounds 
Study Bible

Zondervan

ISBN: 9780310431589



Historical-Cultural Resources
Kenneth E. Bailey
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Romans 10:8-10 (NKJV)
(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 7’ 6’ 5’ 4’ 3’ 2’ 1’)

(1) That is, the word of faith which we preach
(2) if you confess

(3) with your mouth
(4) the Lord Jesus 

(5) and believe
(6) in your heart

(7) that God has raised Him from the dead, 
(7’) you will be saved.

(6’) For with the heart
(5’) one believes

(4’) unto righteousness, 
(3’) and with the mouth

(2’) confession is made 
(1’) unto salvation. 
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Climax / Turning Point

Literary Styles
Inverse Parallel Form



HANDOUT
Parable of the Prodigal Son

Luke 15:1-2, 11-24 (NLT)


